
 

Binge-worthy Book List 

Hey friends! 

What a gift and a joy it is to help your children cultivate a love of reading. And you’re not just a 

spectator, you’re directly engaged in the process, so you witness their growth every step along 

the way.  A great way to nurture an affinity for reading is to experience great books together- it’s 

how to get them “hooked”. ☺   

These books are great for kids of all ages.  A good story is captivating and meaningful for all 

ages.  Your older children can also enjoy these stories and benefit from the morals they display.  

As C.S. Lewis so beautifully put it, “A children's story that can only be enjoyed by children is not 

a good children's story in the slightest.”   

With that in mind, we haven’t divided this list by age categories.  If you want some age-specific 

recommendations, check out Christy-Faith’s Amazon Store where we’ve curated reading 

recommendations for various audiences.  But know that these are some of my favorite titles that 

I’ve enjoyed at home with my children…  

 

Anthologies 

[The fairy tale] stirs and troubles him (to his life-long enrichment) with the dim sense of 
something beyond his reach and, far from dulling or emptying the actual world, gives it a new 
dimension of depth.  He does not despise real woods because he has read of enchanted woods: 
The reading makes all real woods a little enchanted.  - C.S Lewis 

Aesop’s Fables 

Aesop 

 This will be read over and over throughout your kids childhood’s.  Invest in a hard cover for this 

one with beautiful illustrations.  It will be an heirloom.  Aesop’s fables help children learn which 

traits are desirable and less desirable.  No childhood should be without these. 

Tales of Wonder, Vol. I and II 

Edited by Brian Phillips, Matt Bianco & David Kern  

Fairy tales need to be read over and over again throughout a childhood. The lessons 

you can pull from them and the discussions you have will change as your children 

mature. Fairy tales are famous for a reason. This is my favorite version (I have both 

volumes.). This version gives the parents faith-based discussion questions. Note- this is 

not on Amazon. 

The Children’s Book of Virtues 

Edited by William Bennett 

https://www.amazon.com/shop/Christy-faith
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1604338105/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
https://www.exodusbooks.com/search.aspx?search=tales+of+wonder
https://www.amazon.com/dp/068481353X/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
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Though William Bennett seems to be a controversial person, He is just the editor of this 

book. I stand by my recommendation here!  It is a selection of classic poems, fables, 

fairy tales, and stories all categorized under character traits such as courage, 

perseverance, compassion, honesty, friendship etc... 

D’Aulaires’ Greek Myths 

Ingri d’Aulaire & Edgar Parin D’Aulaire 

Every home library should have this version of the Greek Myths. Well written and 

illustrated, the stories amplify human failings and nobility, side-by-side.  I like to 

accompany this on audio since pronunciations can be difficult. If you want a good 

curriculum to go with this book, Memoria Press does a pretty good job (even if you buy 

just the teacher edition to give you discussion questions)  

Shorter Story Books 

Brave Irene 

William Steig  

this is a great adventure that teaches the value of perseverance.  Your kids will be 

riveted, even if you have a reluctant reader. 

Love Is 

Diane Adams 

A little girl becomes the adoptive mommy of a baby duck and learns what love is through 

care-giving.  Mom, you will be in tears as this book explores the challenges and joys the 

come with giving and receiving love. 

One Little Bag 

Henry Cole 

A wordless picture book that carries a strong message.  I wept.  Love across 

generations, loss – despite having no words, it was emotional and sophisticated. 

Stone Soup 

Marcia Brown 

Hungry soldiers come to a town and the villagers don’t want to share their food. The 

soldiers entice the villagers into giving and the result is joyous.  It’s a great reminder that 

generosity has amazing rewards 

https://www.bfbooks.com/Christy?tap_a=30494-e48ebf&tap_s=2882867-8b5151
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0312564228/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1452139970/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1338359975/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0689711034/?ref=idea_lv_dp_
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When I Was Young in the Mountains 

Cynthia Rylant and Diane Goode 

All about gratitude and the joy of rich, loving relationships. 

Courage of Sarah Noble 

vAlice Dalgliesh & Leonard Weisgard 

This is an inspiring true story that reveals to children that courage isn’t the absence of 

fear, but being brave in spite of it. 

Phoebe The Spy 

Judith Griffin & Margot Tomes 

An example from the Revolutionary War era of a young lady doing the right thing, even 

when it is risky. 

Miss Rumphius 

Barbara Cooney 

The story of Alice Rumphius, who longed to travel the world, live in a house by the sea, and 

do something to make the world more beautiful, has a timeless quality. 

Obadiah The Bold (series) 

Brinton Turkle & Rea Berg 

The series explores integrity, mutual respect, kindness and reverence for life. 

The Bears on Hemlock Mountain 

Alice Dalgliesh & Helen Sewell 

This is one of my favorite read-aloud books.  The repetition of certain lines makes it a 

great fit for 4-5 year-old listeners.  The story shows love in an extended family and 

perseverance in the face of danger. 

Ox Cart Man 

Donald Hall & Barbara Cooney 

This book may be my favorite children’s history books.  This is a book about hard work, 

but it also teaches history, and even science (the seasons). When I tell you I’m 

obsessed with living books, this is an example of why. 

Last Stop Market Street 

Matt de la Pena & Christian Robinson 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0140548750/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0140548750/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0140548750/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0698119568/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0140505393/?ref=idea_lv_dp_
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B085RTL71D/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0689716044/?ref=idea_lv_dp_
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0140504419/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0399257748/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
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CJ spends a day with his Nana and comes across all sorts of people different than him.  

His Nana offers him a gracious lesson in thankfulness.  She helps him see the beauty in 

their routine and the world around them.  I’m not giving it justice. As a city girl myself, I 

love that this book has an urban setting. 

 

Seven Silly Eaters 

Mary Ann Hoberman & Marla Frazee 

At first you are thinking, “Wow, this lady needs some boundaries!”  But just keep 

reading.  It’s a sweet ending. 

Long Road on a Short Day 

Gary D. Schmidt & Elizabeth Stickney 

A tender story of a father-son adventure with themes of community and kindness.  This 

may be one of my favorite books.  It’s a beautiful, engaging and relaxing read.  You feel 

like you’ve gone on vacation in history. 

Wilifrid Gordon McDonald Partridge 

Mem Fox 

A beautiful story about a young boy who is friends with Miss Nancy, a 96 year old 

woman who lives in a nursing home and has lost her memory.  The young boy parts with 

his treasures knowing it will help Miss Nancy recover her own. 

Chapter Books 

Call It Courage 

Armstrong Sperry 

This is a great read-aloud books for the whole family.  Every chapter ends with a cliff-

hanger, leaving your children begging for more.  A young boy faces his rejection by his 

peers and fears of the ocean to set off on a timeless adventure.  A great book for boys to 

build their own character. 

Green Ember (series) 

S.D. Smith and Zach Franzen 

A series of tales about sword-bearing rabbits, these books highlight the long odds of 

small characters caught up in big adventures.  These exemplify the value of doing the 

right thing, even when the odds are against you. 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0152024409/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0544888367/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/091629126X/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0689713916/?ref=idea_lv_dp_
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0986223506/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B086Q6T5GS/?ref=idea_lv_dp_ov_d
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The Door in the Wall 

Marguerite de Angeli 

Set in the 14th century, this is the tale of a boy who loses the use of his legs, but finds he 

still has value.  He overcomes his self-pity, develops the awareness of others and finally 

puts himself at risk to save those he loves. 

Hatchet 

Gary Paulson 

Who doesn’t love a good survival story? Traits such as perseverance, respect for nature, 

self-reliance and patience are just a few traits you can discuss with your kids when 

reading this book. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0440227798/?ref=idea_lv_dp_
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00P2ZVMG4/
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